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Our School Context  

Ysgol St Christopher’s is a maintained special school for pupils aged 6-19 years old.        
We are based in the middle of the industrial town of Wrexham and serve a wide range of communities in Wrexham and 
surrounding localities across North Wales, Cheshire and Shropshire. Ysgol St Christopher’s School provides learning pathways 
for pupils with a range of complex learning, medical and physical difficulties and disabilities. Each pupil is considered as an 
individual and our curriculum rationale and planning reflects this through the ethos and culture of person centred planning. 

Our curriculum ethos is based on providing a rich and varied learning offer for all our pupils in an inclusive environment for 
learning and flourishing. Our school structure and curriculum offer provides pupils with a range of learning experiences that 
introduces, systematically teaches and supports the application of skills that promotes independence and high quality of life. At 
Ysgol St Christopher’s we want to give our pupils as much real-life authentic experiences as possible and place a great 
emphasis on learning in our local community, and our enhancement and vocational offer. Inclusion is at the heart of everything 
we do, and every pupil has the opportunity to follow a curriculum pathway that inspires, engages and supports their personal 
progress. This is based on a multi-disciplinary approach of setting person centred outcomes and identifying what is important to 
and for our pupils as individuals 

Ysgol St Christopher’s School is organised into five phases. Each phase provides our pupils with a learning pathway that 
is defined through their person centred outcomes, facilitated through their in-class curriculum, enhancement opportunities and 
identified additional learning provision.  



.

Our Curriculum is everything we do at Ysgol St Christopher's School.  It is 
our whole learning offer that is tailored to:
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A curriculum that introduces, systematically teaches and enables our pupils to apply their skills in the 
classroom and in real life contexts.  As pupils of Ysgol St Christopher's School we want to be able to:
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What makes Ysgol St Christopher's School Special ...
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How have we designed our Curriculum at Ysgol St Christopher's School ?

Our Curriculum design process allowed us to ...



.



We are ready to learn throughout au r lives 



Enterprising, 
creative 
contributors. 
-

We want to __ _ 

Be able to apply our knowledge 

and skills to create ideas and 

products; 

Think creatively to reframe and 

solve problems; 

Lead and play different roles 

in teams effectively and 

responsibly; 

Express our ideas and 

emotions through different 

media; 

Identify and grasp 

opportunities; 

Take measured risks, with and 

without support; 

Give our energy and skills so 

that other people will benefit 

We want to be able and ready to 
play a full part in ife and work 



Healthy, 
confident 

-

@ indivduals 
who: 

We want to_._ 

Develop values and are establish our 

spiritual and ethical beliefs, with support 

from school and home 

Build our mental and emotional well

being by developing our confidence, 

resilience and empathy; 

Take measured decisions about 

our own lifestyle and manage risk; 

Have the confidence to participate 

in performance; 

Apply our knowledge about the 

impact of diet and exercise on our 

physical and mental health in our 

daily lives; 

Know how to find the information 

and support we need to keep safe 

and take part in physical activity; 

Form positive relationships based upon 

trust and mutual respect 

Face and overcome challenge; 

Have the skills and knowledge to 

manage everyday life as independently 

as we can 

We want to be ready to lead a fulfilling 
rte as valued members of society. 



YSGOl ST CHRISTOPH�R'S SCHOOl 
Ethical, 
Informed 
citizens who: 

We want to ... 

Be able to find, evaluate and use 

evidence in forming our own views; 

Engage with issues that are important 

to us based on our knowledge and 

values; 

Understand and consider the 

impact of our actions when making 

choices and acting; 

To understand our own culture, 

community, society and the world, 

now and in the past; 

Understand and exercise our 

human and democratic 

responsibilities and rights; 

Respect the needs and rights of others, 

as a member of a diverse society; 

Show our commitment to the 

sustainability of the planet 

We want to be ready to be citizens of Wales and the world. 

We are Ethical 
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Engage in an activity in the 
classroom.

Make eye contact with 
preferred activity.

Use communication to ask for 
wants and needs.

Sit with an adult and enjoy 
story time.

Put their coats on and carry 
their bags.

Put their shoes and wellies on.

Throw and catch a ball.

Visit a park with the class.

Take part in a group activity in 
class.

Take part in a race during sports 
day.

Paint a picture for an art 
competition.

Make a structure out of blocks or 
playdough.

Make a cake for their person 
centred review.

Engage in Puppet Show play, 
singing and dancing.

Use kind hands when playing with 
their friends.

Share toys with their friends.

Take turns.

Look after books and turn pages 
carefully.

Take part in a celebration assembly.

Acknowledge that they live in Wales. 

Have the confidence to try new 
foods.

Keep themselves safe by walking 
with an adult.

Use skills learnt in PE sessions to 
play with their friends.

Use strategies to self regulate.

Communicate needs and wants.

Develop self help skills

Have an awareness of danger in their 
environment
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Have high expectations of what I 
can achieve and seek and enjoy 
challenge 

Develop knowledge and have 
skills to apply  knowledge in 
real life 

Feel confident to question and 
enjoy solving problems in 
school and at home

Learn to communicate 
effectively signs, symbols, 
English or Welsh

I can explain the ideas they are 
learning about and why I am  
learning about them

Use a range of ICT to 
communicate, find and answer 
questions important to me

I undertake research and 
understand  what I find

Develop a love for learning and I 
am ready to learn throughout 
my life

 

Use my knowledge and skills to 
create and share ideas with 
others 

Use my imagination, manage 
new experiences and give it a go

Explore new possibilities and 
looking at things in different 
ways 

Identify and grasp new 
opportunities with confidence

Take measured risks

Lead and play different roles in  teams 
effectively and responsibly 

I am confident to play a full part 
in life

Understand the importance of 
work and what I need to do to 
achieve my ambition 

 

 

I am able to listen to both sides of 
an argument respectively 

I am able to explain my own 
choices 

I can respect and understand that 
sometimes people have different 

views and make different choices 

I can use information that I have 
learnt to help me make choices 
that are helpful 

Argue my viewpoint with 
confidence giving reasons to why 
I hold this viewpoint

Understand the difference 
between right and wrong, and the 
consequences of making the 
wrong decisions 

Respect the needs and rights of 
others

Understand my own roots, culture 
and community  

Understanding my own 
responsibilities as a young person 
living in Wales

I will understand that some people 
have their own beliefs and be 
confident to explore their own

Accept help to develop my own 
mental and emotional wellbeing by 
developing my own confidence, 
resilience and empathy

Understand the importance of 
regular activity on my mental and 
physical health

Know where to find information and 
who to talk to keep myself safe

To talk about my feelings and 
emotions, what makes me angry 
and how we can help each other

Take constructive feedback and act 
upon it, understanding its worth

Face and overcome challenges

Express ideas and emotions 
through different media
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Set myself high standards and seek 
and enjoy challenge

Are building up a body of knowledge 
and have the skills to connect and 
apply that knowledge in different 
contexts

Are questioning and enjoy solving 
problems

Can communicate effectively in 
different forms and settings, using a 
range of methods including Welsh and 
English

Can explain the ideas and concepts I 
am learning about

Can use number effectively in different 
contexts

Understand how to interpret data and 
apply mathematical concepts

Use digital technologies creatively to 
communicate, find and analyse 
information

Undertake research and evaluate 
critically what they find

Connect and apply my 
knowledge and skills to create 
ideas and products

Think creatively to re-frame and 
solve problems

Identify and grasp opportunities

Take measured risks

Lead and play different roles in 
teams effectively and 
responsibly

Express ideas and emotions 
through different media

Give of my energy and skills so 
that other people will benefit

Find, evaluate and use evidence 
in forming views

Engage with contemporary issues 
based upon my knowledge and 
values

Understand and exercise my 
human and democratic 
responsibilities and rights

Understand and consider the 
impact of my actions when 
making choices and acting

I am knowledgeable about my 
culture, community, society and 
the world, now and in the past

Respect the needs and rights of 
others, as a member of a diverse 
society

Show my commitment to the 
sustainability of the planet

Take measured decisions 
about lifestyle and manage 
risk

Have the confidence to 
participate in performance

Form positive relationships 
based upon trust and mutual 
respect

face and overcome challenge 
Have the skills and knowledge to 
manage everyday life as 
independently as I can

I am ready to lead fulfilling lives 
as valued members of society.
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Develop a love for learning and  be 
ready to learn throughout their lives

Develop as much as independence as 
possible

Live their life as independently as 
possible

Make clear choices

Engage in a relevant curriculum

Understand school expectations

Complete a successful transition to 
college 

Display resilience when things don’t 
always go their own way

Show confidence to display their 
skills and achievements

Understand the purpose of what they 
are learning

Achieve a level of literacy and 
numeracy which enables them to e s 
independent and as safe as possible

Be a part of their local 
community by using 
community facilities and 
engaging in community 
projects

Follow school rules

Engage in pupil voice activities to 
have their say in the school 
community

Channel their imagination into 
practical, creative opportunities 
to make the world around them a 
better place to be 

Be willing to give things  a go and 
engage in new experiences with 
curiosity to explore

Understand the impact their 
own actions have on what 
happens around them

Gain an understanding of right 
and wrong

Express their own views and 
opinions

Make clear choices

Participate in whole school 
themed days to learn more 
about what happens around 
the world

Engage in celebrations from 
around the world

Share experiences of their own 
cultures and traditions with 
their peers

Learn more about their place in 
school, Wrexham, Wales and 
the world

Develop healthy, positive 
relationships with their peers and 
the staff supporting them

Eat and drink as independently as 
possible, learning about and 
accepting social norms and 
expectations

Express their own opinions 
through pupil voice forums

Take lead roles in different 
activities and events

Engage in a range of physical 
activities both in school and off 
site

Learn how to create a shopping 
list, go shopping and prepare their 
own healthy meal/snack

Take an active role in keeping 
themselves safe 
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Develop the skills I need for a successful 
transition. 

Build upon their knowledge and develop my 
skills to connect and apply them to different 
contexts that will support my transition and 
life after St. Christopher’s. 

Ask questions and are inquisitive about my 
learning and world around me, so that I 
develop my independence, problem solving, 
functional, language, numeracy and digital 
competency.

Communicate effectively in different forms 
and settings in school and outside of school, 
in a variety of learning settings.

Can explain ideas and concepts that they are 
learning about and be able to relate these to 
their everyday lives, and be able to answer 
the questions ‘What am I learning? ‘Why am I 
learning…?’

Use a range of digital technologies creatively 
to communicate, find and analyse 
information, ensuring they are aware of the 
pro and cons of digital technologies.

undertake research and evaluate if it is real 
or not

Be motivated to reach my potential and gain 
the qualifications I need to succeed. 

Develop a love for learning, be aware that I 
am learning everyday and that I am ready to 
learn

Connect and apply my knowledge 
and skills to develop my creativity, 

I can think creatively to solve 
problems and be able to apply 
these problem solving skills to real 
life problems.

I can identify and grasp new 
opportunities that are important to 
me. 

Take measured risks while keeping 
in mind my own personal 
effectiveness (can I do this? Have I 
got the resources to do this?)

Showcase my own individual skills 
and knowledge and see/show how 
others can benefit from them in 
terms of life and work skills.

Lead and play different roles in 
teams with growing confidence, 
representing myself, our school 
community and wider society.

Express ideas and emotions 
through different media ensuring 
they are aware of both pros and 
cons of different types of media.

Are ready to play a full part in life 
and work

Find, evaluate and use evidence in forming my own 
views on current topics and topics that concern them.

Share my viewpoints in a balanced way, using evidence 
to support my arguments, and be able to take on board 
others’ views too, 

Engage in issues that are important to me, my local 
community and wider society based on my own 
knowledge and values 

Exercise and understand the importance of  my human 
and democratic responsibilities and rights through 
freedom of voice, but also ensuring that I know everyone 
has rights and responsibilities and the importance of 
using them effectively.

Understand and consider the impact of my own actions 
when making choices and acting on my own choices.

Developing knowledge and understanding of my own 
culture, community and local society now and in the past 
and understand my role and responsibilities as a citizen.

Respect the needs and rights of others as a member of a 
diverse society.

Show their understanding and commitment to the 
sustainability of the planet.

I am ready to be citizen of Wrexham and Wales.

Understand that support from a range of professionals is 
important in managing our own anxieties, mental health 
and issues 

Face and overcome challenges in a safe, secure and 
supportive environment that will aid them in leading 
fulfilling lives.

Are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of our 
society.

Developing my own personal understanding of their 
personal spiritual and ethical beliefs 

Building my own mental and emotional wellbeing by 
developing my own confidence, resilience and empathy

Understand the importance of regular activity and a healthy 
balanced diet on my mental and physical health,  and apply 
this knowledge to my daily lives.

Know how to find information about who can help me and 
give guidance in keeping me safe.

Develop an understanding of the risks online, knowing how 
to keep myself and others safe and how to report 
behaviours of concern

Have the confidence to take part in public events on behalf 
of the school and my local community.

Form positive and healthy relationships based upon trust, 
understanding and mutual respect.

Develop their skills and knowledge to manage everyday life 
as independently as they can

Understand that support from a range of professionals is 
important in managing our own anxieties, mental health 
and issues 

I am ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of our 
society.

Understand that support from a range of professionals is 
important in managing our own anxieties, mental health 
and issues 

Face and overcome challenges in a safe, secure and 
supportive environment that will aid them in leading fulfilling 
lives.

Are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of our 
society.
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At Ysgol St Christopher’s School we...  

• offer a broad and balanced curriculum
• introduce and systematically teach skills that promote independence and a high quality of life
• provide our pupils with opportunities to learn, embed and practice skills that are important to and for 

them through our curriculum offer, AoLE's and additional learning provision

We approach the curriculum through a high level thematic approach with the class teacher leading 
the planning and delivery of learning throughout the week.  This model provides our pupils with 
consistency and routines which supports their confidence to learn and thrive at Ysgol St Christopher's 
School.

Our Curriculum offer is enhanced through: 
• Our Enhancement Programme.  This promotes the application of skills in real life authentic 

experiences. This includes our forest school programme, animal care, horticultural experiences and 
community learning.  It also includes programmes that enhances leadership skills including our football 
academy and young leaders programme. Pupils also have enhanced opportunities in our on-site 
Retreat - where social and life skills are promoted

• Our vocational offer is a progression from enhancement providing all our pupils with the opportunities 
to experience and gain accreditation in a vocational course of their interest and aspiration. This 
provides the first steps to beginning the complex transition programme from our school to work, 
employment, college or specialist settings

• Our holistic offer included support of specialist, therapists, additional staff and professionals

• Our person centred approach forms the basis of our Additional Learning Provision



Areas of Learning Experiences (AoLE's)

At Ysgol St 
Christopher’s School 
we teach our pupils 
how to take care of 
their health. 
This includes: 
Having a healthy body

Having a healthy mind

Having healthy 
relationships with 
people 

Making good life 
decisions 

Wellbeing is 
everything to do with 
our health and 
happiness 

At Ysgol St 
Christopher’s School 
we teach our pupils 
how to explore the arts 
and learn how to enjoy 
and think about other 
people’s art.

 This gives us all a 
chance to be creative 
and learn things 
through a mix of 
different lessons such 
as art, music and 
drama.  

At Ysgol St 
Christopher’s School 
we teach our pupils 
how to think about the 
world to help them 
understand it better. 

This includes subjects 
like:
History

Geography 

Religion, values and 
ethics

Business & social 
studies 

At Ysgol St 
Christopher’s School 
we teach our pupils 
how to understand 
nature and living 
things. 

We learn about the 
forces all around us, 
which are the things 
we cannot see that 
have an effect on us.  
We develop skills 
about how technology 
works and how to use 
technology to solve 
problems. 

At Ysgol St 
Christopher’s School 
we teach our pupils 
how to understand 
and use numbers. 

We build skills such as 
how numbers work, 
how symbols are used 
and what them mean, 
how to measure things 
and work with 
different shapes. 

We also learn about 
how to collect 
information and how to 
use this information to 
help us make 
decisions  

At Ysgol St Christopher’s 
School we teach our pupils 
how to understand and use 
different ways of 
communication. 

This could mean using our 
total communication 
approach, English, Welsh 
or other languages.

Literacy means speaking, 
listening, reading and 
writing skills which help us 
to make sense of the world 
around us. 

We also introduce the 
interest in books, poems 
and films that our pupils 
may enjoy reading, 
watching or be read to 

Our Curriculum at Ysgol St Christopher’s School contains the six Areas of Learning and Experience, it encompasses the Statements of 
What Matters and reflects the principles of progression from Routes for Learning through to progression steps. Our curriculum is 
highly differentiated, focuses on introducing, systematically teaching and applying skills taught by over learning, repetition and 
reinforcement of functional skills. Our Language, Literacy and Communication and Numeracy are taught as stand-alone AoLE's. Health 
and wellbeing is integral to everything we teach. All other AoLE's are taught as part of our thematic approach to delivering the 
curriculum. 
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At Ysgol St Christopher's School we plan our teaching and learning to ensure that we 
introduce and teach functional skills through all areas of experience.

These include:

HOW WE 
DELIVER 
SKILLS 

ACROSS THE 
CURRICULM 
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How we teach our curriculum is as important at  Ysgol St Christopher’s School as what we teach. We work on a person centred 
approach, defining with parents and carers and other professionals, outcomes that are important to improve our pupils’ quality of life 
and independence. Highly effective teaching is at the heart of the work of Ysgol St Christopher’s School. Learning and progress is led 
by our teachers, facilitated by our skilled support staff and enhanced by the specialist professionals working closely with our staff. 
Each pupil is an individual and planning reflects their person centred outcomes. We focus on . . . 
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At Ysgol St Christopher’s School we plan the delivery of our curriculum carefully, using specialist 
methods of delivery dependent on phase, stage and need.

We are embedding a strong vision for teaching and learning which focuses on three main 
questions for our pupils: 



.

Integral to our vision is the 12 pedagogical principles with a sustained focus on:



.



These activities include . . .

Ensuring that progression is at the heart of our curriculum planning enabling all our children and young people to leave Ysgol St 
Christopher’s with a range of purposeful and meaningful qualifications that supports their transition to the next steps in their lives.
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At Ysgol St Christopher’s we set aspirational outcomes for all our pupils. Planning, assessment and 
personalised learning means that our pupils work well towards their individual outcomes and progress.  
We establish baseline information during the first half term of a placement. 

This will include . . . 

Once a baseline is established, progress is assessed by using our BSquared tracking systems that 
breaks down routes for learning, A, B and C Steps and progression steps into very small steps of 
learning.  Our teachers, Heads of Phases and external professionals will monitor the progress each pupil 
makes and evaluate what further advice and guidance would be beneficial to support progress.



Progression along an age appropriate, personalised continuum of learning from ages 6 to 19 is central 
to our pupils at Ysgol St Christopher’s School.  

Fundamental to our progression and assessment work is the core belief that . . .



Assessment  and Monitoring Progress

Pupils' progression is at the heart of everything we do at Ysgol St Christopher's School.  

At Ysgol St Christopher's School we utilise a wide range of formal and informal assessment strategies to baseline pupils. These 
enable us to understand the next steps in their progression and to contribute to their person centred outcomes. 

Progression 6 -19 Years old

In line with the Curriculum for Wales, Ysgol St Christopher's School assessment arrangements are now built on Routes for Learning,   
Pre-progression Steps and Progression steps. Learning and progression go hand in hand, bringing a purposeful approach to 
sequencing learning. 

At Ysgol St Christopher's School we will continue to use BSquared as a tracking and monitoring tool to baseline and identify the next 
steps in each pupils learning.  BSquared enables us to break down each pre and progression step to smaller steps enabling all our 
pupils to progress and experience a sense of success in their learning. 





Principles of Progression at Ysgol St Christopher’s School. 
We want progression . . .



Principles of Progression at Ysgol St Christopher’s School. 
We want progression . . .



Principles of Progression at Ysgol St Christopher’s School. 
We want progression . . .

Many of our pupils will follow the routes for Learning Assessment Framework. Most of our pupils will make at least good 
progress against Steps A, B, and C which are pre-steps to thee assessment steps.  Supporting good progress on the  five 
progression steps to guide the pace of teaching and learning.



.



.



.
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Teachers and support staff across the phases work together to plan a creative and personalised curriculum 
for all our pupils.

We actively wok together for the benefit of our pupils across all phases ensuring using our skills to provide an 
unique learning experience that supports and helps pupils progress in all areas of their  learning.
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Pupil Inclusion is at the heart of everything we do at Ysgol St Christopher's.  All pupils access all areas of the 
curriculum, personalised to meet their individual needs, interests and aspirations. 

Older pupils support and mentor our younger pupils, engaging them in activities including sport, wellbeing 
and mental health. 

All our pupils access our continuous, enhanced and vocational learning at a stage and age that is 
appropriate for them.
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We communicate regularly with our parents and carers about their child’s learning, progress and any 
challenges we experience in promoting progress. This supports the positive relationship we have with our 
parents and carers and enhances their involvement in their child’s learning. We are developing a range of 
methods to ensure that parents and carers are kept-up-date with their child’s learning experiences and 
progress.  

We use Seesaw regularly to provide parents and carers with photographs of their child’s success at school as 
well as a sharing of information communication aid. We hold at least termly meetings with parents and carers 
to co-construct their child’s learning plan, health care plan and behaviour support plans. In addition, the 
ALNET 2018 Act ensures that we meet with all our parents and carers and specialists involved in a person 
centred meeting to reflect on progress towards agreed outcomes and developing new person centred 
outcomes if they remain appropriate. The class teacher will then work with the family to device a learning plan 
(IEP) identifying the small steps to meet the person centred outcome agreed at the annual review. 



.
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At Ysgol St Christopher’s School we have a 
whole-school commitment to listening to the 
views, wishes and experiences of all children 
and young people. This means placing value on 
what pupils tell us about their experiences, 
what the enjoy and what they want learn about.

Our pupils are at the centre of everything we do 
at Ysgol St Christopher’s School.

Ysgol St Christopher’s School work with a wide 
range of stakeholders, all contributing to the 
progress of our pupils’ as individuals. 

This curriculum vision has been fully consulted 
upon with a wide range of stakeholders ensuring 
that we have a holistic understanding of what, why 
and how we are delivering our curriculum offer.



SKILLS
NumeracyLiteracy

Digital Competency




